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Muhammad Kazim's father, who was " one of his sincere friends,"1 to
take' the body to Mashhad for burial. He carried out his task, and
brought back his son Muhammad Kazim with % him to Adharbaijan ;
Ibrahim treated the youth kindly and appointed him, at his own request^
one of his yasauls.
During the same winter Ibrahim, at Nadir's request, sent his eldest
son, 'AH Quli Khan to Mashhad, of which place, as already stated, he was-
made Governor. Soon after, Taimuraz's daughter Kethewan was also
sent to Mashhad, where she was married to 'AH Quli with much pomp and
ceremony.2
Politically, 1737 was a quiet year on the north-west, but it was, never-
theless, a year of tragedy, for plague broke out near Ganja and spread
with alarming rapidity. Ibranim, who had a great horror of plague,,
left immediately for Tiflis, but learnt when approaching that city that
the disease had already appeared there ; he thereupon set out jfor Erivan,
but was again forestalled by the disease. Muhammad Kazim, who was
with Ibrahim, gives a terrible account of the ravages of the plague in
Nakhichevan, near which place they had camped.8 In the hope of
escaping from the scourge, they then returned to Tabriz ; soon after
arriving there, Muhammad Kazim's father died very suddenly, but not,,
apparently, of plague. Ibrahim remained for some time in Tabriz
enjoying himself, but he hurriedly departed when the dread disease made
its appearance in that city (according to Muhammad Kazim, no less than
47,000 persons died there in two months). After spending some time
at Ardabil, Ibrahim returned to Tabriz when it was reported to be free
of plague (this was, apparently, early in 1738).*
In the spring or early summer of 1738, Ibrahim received news of Rida
Quli's military exploits in Turkistan, which awoke in him the spirit of
emulation. Speaking of Rida Quli's campaign, he said : " He, in youth,
has taken the whole of Ma wara an-Nahr (Transoxiana) ; we must go-
and take the kingdom of Daghistan."5 Orders were accordingly issued
to the tribal leaders in Adharbaijan and the neighbouring districts to-
assemble at Tabriz with their men. When these troops arrived, Ibrahim
went to Qarabagh where contingents from Shirvan, Erivan, Georgia and
elsewhere joined him ; amongst the Georgians was Taimuraz of Kakhetij,
who had just returned from Qandahar. Marching via Barda'a, Ibrahim
crossed the Araxes and the Kura, and summoned the " Little Usmi "'
1 K.N., p. 310 :  ass
* According to MnTjammad Kazim (K.N., p. 316), she had an escort of 2,500 Georgian soldiers ;
this author is, however, very fll-informed in regard to the manner of her betrothal, for
which Vakhusht (H. de la G,t Vol. II, Part I, p. 195) should be consulted.
•K.N., pp. 324 and 325.
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